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2. MBA Website 

MBA maintains a website at the following web address: 

www.madisonbaseball.org 

3. Weather Policy 

In the event of inclement weather, field status will be reported at the City of Madison website at 
www.madisonal.gov and at MBA website at www.madisonbaseball.org.  Individuals can sign up for email 
notification at www.madisonal.gov/ParkStatus. 

The official City of Madison weather policy can be found here. 

IMPORTANT:  If fields are officially closed, teams MUST stay off.  Practicing on closed fields may result 
in penalties. 

4. Protest Policy 

MBA Protest Policy provides the head coach with the procedure to follow to protest a game. Although 
every effort is made to avoid protests through the use of umpires in good standing with the league and by 
encouraging the coaches to read and understand the rules, some protests will occur.  It is the intent of 
this policy to minimize protests by providing clear guidelines as to how to protest and what type of 
situation can be protested. 

1) Only protests that involve a violation of playing rules will be accepted. 
2) No protest involving an umpire’s judgment will be accepted. 
3) Only the head coach can file a protest. 
4) Protests of plays during the game must be made to the umpire before the next pitch. 
5) Protests MUST be submitted in writing to the MBA President within 48 hours of the completion of the 

game. No protest will be accepted after 48 hours. 
6) Following the game, NO protest can be made except one involving the eligibility of a player or failure 

to comply with the league’s player participation rules and league’s minimum number of players. 

4.1. To File an Official Protest: 
The head coach or acting head coach of the protesting team MUST note a violation of playing rules on 
the game summary sheet. The head coach must also submit a written statement of protest within 48 
hours to the MBA President. The statement MUST include all details of the suspected violation of the 
playing rule and MUST cite the exact rule(s) that is/are in question. 

4.2. League Responsibility:  
1) The League will appoint a Protest Committee that will include the President, VP Baseball, and league 

Player Agent. 
2) The league will obtain statements from all other parties involved in the protest, such as opposing 

head coach, field umpire, plate umpire, and field boss. 
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3) The league will respond within 1 week to all parties involved. 

MBA believes that proper player and coach education regarding rules will avoid protest situations. 
However, if a situation should arise that requires a protest be made, MBA expects that it is filed in the 
spirit of good sportsmanship and fair play.  

5. Artificial Noisemakers 

Artificial noisemakers (including speakers) are not allowed to be used at Palmer Park before, during or 
after an MBA game. It is the Head Coach’s responsibility to make sure that their team’s spectators are 
aware of this policy.  Any occurrence will be considered unsportsmanlike conduct from the team and the 
Umpire in Chief will hold the head coach responsible.  If any spectator, coach or player uses an artificial 
noisemaker during an MBA game, the Umpire in Chief will direct their Head Coach to correct the violation 
immediately.  If the head coach refuses, he will be ejected.   

6. Coach Certification Policy 

It is mandatory that all head coaches and first assistant coaches complete Coach Safely Certification. 
Coaches failing to receive this certification will be ineligible to coach. 

http://www.coachsafely.org/ 

7. Background Check Policy 

All designated league head coaches and first assistant coaches must successfully pass a background 
check according to the City of Madison Park and Recreation Background Check policy.  This background 
check is good for a period of one year and covers the coach for other sports offered by the City of 
Madison Parks and Recreation departments.  Head coaches and first assistant coaches must pass the 
background check prior to league player evaluation sessions or they will not be allowed to coach.  

  

8. Team Name Selection Policy 

A returning HC who is moving up to the next age group from the prior-year age group has first right of 
refusal on the prior-year team name.  All other team name requests will be resolved using the draft order 
lottery with the highest draft number having first choice. 

9. Division Standings Policy 

MBA has established the following policy to determine final division standings. 

1) Teams in each division will be ranked 1st place through last place based on each team’s record for 
division play.  Two points are awarded to a team for every win.  One point is awarded to every team 
for a tie.  Zero points are awarded to a team for every loss.  Games that are rained out and cannot be 
made up are treated as tie games.  A team’s points are totaled for a season to determine where they 
rank versus the other teams.  
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2) If a tie exists between two or more teams, the following guidelines will be used to determine the final 
regular season division standings: 
a) Division record 
b) Head to head record 
c) Overall season record 
d) Tie for position 

10. League Tournament Championship Policy 

A single-elimination League Championship Series (LCS) will be played to determine each league’s 
champion. All teams in the league will be seeded according to their overall season record. The LCS will 
involve all teams in the league playing in one bracketed tournament. In a league with an odd number of 
teams, the team ranked as the number one team will get a bye in the first round. Seeds for ties existing 
between two or more teams will be determined by the following: 

1) Overall season winning percentage 
2) Head to head winning percentage (all teams tied must have played all other teams involved in the tie) 
3) Common opponent winning percentage (only teams that played against all teams involved in the tie 

are considered common opponents) 
4) Coin toss 

The Player Agent and Scheduler will determine the brackets and distribute to all head coaches in the 
league. Home team in LCS games will be the higher-seeded team. 

11. Awards Policy 

11.1. Regular Season Awards: 

MBA will award medallions to the 1st and 2nd place teams in each division based on the Division 
Standings Policy. 

11.2. Tournament Awards: 

MBA will award medallions to the 1st and 2nd place teams in each league based on the results of the 
LCS. 

11.3. Over The Fence Awards: 

MBA will award medallions to the players with over the fence home runs during the regular season. 
12. Coach Selection Policy 
Coaches in good standing are assigned based on the following priority.  MBA President will have final 
say in determination of good standing based upon input received from parents, coaches and umpires.  
The player agent will submit a coach list sorted by priority to MBA President for final approval.  If a coach 
is determined to not be in good standing, they will be removed from the list and notified. 

Coaching Priority and Selection (Steps 1 through 5 will be used selecting head coaches): 
1) Returning Head Coach from last Spring who is moving up to the next age group. 
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2) Returning First Assistant Coach from last Spring who is moving up to the next age group. 
3) Head Coach from “lower/higher” league who coached the immediate past Spring season. 
4) A previous MBA Certified Head Coach who has not coached Spring season consecutively. 
5) A Player Agent Nominee based on all relevant coaching experience 

TIE BREAKER:  In the situation that we have more people wanting to coach than we have teams, the 
MBA President, Vice President and League Player Agent will vote to break the tie. 

13. Player Selection Policy 

This policy is to determine how players are assigned to teams in the Madison Baseball Association 
spring season for the Farm, Minor, Freshman, and Senior leagues.   

All players registering prior to the draft will be placed on a team by either Head Coach’s Children rule, 
Option Player rule, Sibling rule, open draft, or Hat Pick. 

All late registered players registering after the draft are placed on a team by the Post Draft Player 
Assignment Rule.   

The Madison Baseball Board or its designee may deviate from this policy on a case-by-case basis. 

13.1. Team Size Limitations: 

The minimum team size and maximum required team size will be determined for each league by the Vice 
President and league Player Agent after open registration.  The number of teams will be determined after 
open registration that will place teams at or above the minimum team size and at or below the maximum 
required team size.  A team is required to accept players until it reaches the maximum required size.  The 
league is considered closed after the late registration date is over or all teams reach the maximum 
required team size.  

13.2. League Age limits: 

Parents may choose to play “up” but not “down” at their discretion for Minor, Freshman and Senior 
Leagues.  They must choose to play their child up prior to the draft.  Playing up means a player plays up 
one age group over their own age group.  Playing down means a player plays up one age group below 
their own age group. 

Parents may petition the board to play a player down for documented medical reasons.  The MBA board 
will review the petition and approve or disapprove the player playing down in age.  There must be clear 
and overwhelming proof this is the best place for the player to play.  This is not to be used for a player to 
play down because they have never played, are too small, or they were held back in school.  This is only 
to be used in severe cases.  The player playing down should not change the competitive balance of the 
league. 

13.3. Coaches Strike Rule: 

1) Parents may strike or prevent a particular coach from selecting their child.  They must do so in writing 
or email prior to the draft.  This notice must be provided to the President, VP-Baseball, Registrar, or 
League player agent.   

2) It is the parent’s responsibility to ensure that one of those representatives has the information and 
acknowledges it prior to the draft.   
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3) There must be a specific reason for implementing this rule.  It is not the intent of this provision that a 
parent can exclude all but one coach or half the coaches in the league.  It is to ensure that one or two 
coaches the parents or child may have problems with do not end up as the child’s coach.   

4) The player agent is responsible for ensuring coach strikes are adhered to during the draft.   
5) A parent is allowed to strike at most one coach.  Multiple strikes require approval of the MBA 

President. 
6) After the draft order has been established, the MBA President must approve all coach strikes. 

14. Draft Procedure 

1) Roll call of league coaches.   
2) Verify that head coach’s children, option players, and option player siblings are assigned to the 

appropriate teams. 
3) Draw for draft order (can be done at any coaches meeting or tryouts).  Draft selections will be made 

top to bottom and reverse bottom to top alternating after round one. (Make sure coaches are seated 
in draft order around the room). 

4) Verify that teams are listed in draft order in the league management software. 
5) Begin Draft. In each round, the listed criteria must be used in order to select a player. 

a) Round 1 (Selected in draft order from top to bottom) 
i) Head coach’s child 
ii) Selection from the open draft list or direct hat pick. 

b) Round 2 (Selected in draft order from top to bottom) 
i) First option player. 
ii) Selection from the open draft list or direct hat pick. 

c) Round 3 (Selected in reverse draft order from bottom to top) 
i) Second option player. 
ii) Selection from the open draft list or direct hat pick. 

d) Round 4 – final (Selected in alternating draft order from previous round) 
i) Any remaining head coach’s children. 
ii) Any remaining siblings of previously selected players 
iii) Selection from the open draft list, pass or blind draft pick. 

6) Conduct player trade period. 
7) Head coaches verify the roster is correct in league management tool. 

14.1. Head Coach’s Children Rule: 

a) All head coach’s children (or those for whom they are legal guardians) playing in an age league will 
be assigned to the head coach’s team.   

b) The head coach can elect to have his children or wards not play for their team.  However, a head 
coach’s child or ward cannot be placed in the draft and then chosen by the coach’s team in the open 
draft. 

14.2. Sibling Rule: 

Siblings playing in a league will be placed on the same team unless their parents specify otherwise. 
During the draft, siblings of previously selected players fill the next available slot.  If parents want to 
exercise the right to have siblings in the same league play on separate teams they must provide notice in 
writing or e-mail to the registrar, President, VP-Baseball or league Player Agent prior to the draft.  It is the 
parent’s responsibility to ensure that one of those representatives has the information and acknowledges 
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it prior to the draft. If siblings are to play on separate teams, they are to be treated as unrelated children 
except they cannot be placed on the same team. 

14.3. Option Players Rule: 

Each team can name zero, one, or two option players.  A coach may select any player in the open draft 
as an option player. The head coach must provide to the player agent parental agreement for a player to 
be optioned.  This may include a written note signed by the parent, a call from the parent to the player 
agent, or an e-mail directly from the parent to the player agent. 
Option players MUST be named before the day the draft takes place.  No coach will be allowed to name 
an option player the day of the draft without consent of the MBA President. Parents have the sole 
responsibility in determining who can option their child.  Siblings of option players are automatically 
placed on the same team in the next available draft spot.  For example, if a coach has two children and 
options two players who each have a sibling playing in that league, all six players would occupy the first 
six draft spots. 

14.4. Hardship Rule: 

Parents may petition the board prior to the draft for their child to be placed on a particular team for 
hardship reasons.  The MBA board or designated draft committee must approve the hardship request.  
This is to provide a method where children with unique family or physical situations can be placed on a 
team to provide the best situation for a player.  However, this must not be used to change the competitive 
balance of the league.  For example, a single parent All-star player cannot be placed on an already 
strong team because it will “help” with practice logistics.  This rule should be used with the utmost 
discretion. 

14.5. Pass Rule 

The following rule allows a coach to pass on picking a player during the fourth through last draft rounds. 

1) Prior to the start of the draft, determine the number of players available to draft in the last round.  
This is the number of players left after all teams have selected an equal number of players.  For 
example, given 10 teams each drafting 10 players with 97 players available, the number of players 
available in the last round is 97 – (10 * 9) = 7. 

2) Determine the difference between remaining players and the number of teams.  In the above 
example, the difference is three (10 teams – 7 remaining players). 

3) A coach may select a pass instead of taking a player in a given round.  A coach may select only one 
pass during the entire draft.  In the above example, three teams may take a “pass” at any time during 
the draft and take no player in that round. 

4) The draft is complete when all players have been selected.  Not all passes have to be used. 

14.6. Mixed Age League Rule 
This rule governs the distribution of the older age players in a mixed age league.  The target for older 
age players on each team is calculated by taking the total of older player registrations divided by the 
number of teams in the league (rounded to the nearest whole number).  At the end of the draft all teams 
must achieve the calculated target number for older age players plus or minus one. 

Example 1:  A Freshman league is made up of 44 12U players and 69 11U players with 10 teams.  The 
target for 12U players per team is 44/10 = 4.4 rounded to four.  Therefore, the minimum is three and the 
maximum is five 12U players on a team. 
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Example 2:  A Senior league is made up of 44 14U players and 52 13U players with 8 teams.  The target 
for 14U players per team is 44/8 = 5.5 rounded to six.  Therefore, the minimum is five and the maximum 
is seven 14U players on a team. 

14.7. Hat Pick Rule 

Players that do not participate in MBA Player Evaluations are subject to the Hat Pick Rule.  Exceptions to 
the Hat Pick Rule are Head Coach’s children, and option players.  The names of registered players who 
do not attend MBA Player Evaluations are placed in a “hat” and drawn during the open draft.  There are 
two types of hat picks, direct and blind.  For a direct hat pick, a coach can pick any player whose name is 
in the hat.  Direct hat picks are only allowed during the first three draft rounds.  For a blind draft pick, the 
coach selects a player at random from the “hat”.   

14.8. Draft Attendees: 

1) Head coaches may attend the draft. 
2) Parents of option players may attend the draft only if asked to assist by the head coach. 

a) In the event the head coach cannot attend the draft, he may appoint a proxy. 
b) The proxy name must be provided to the player agent before the draft. 
c) The proxy cannot have a child in the open draft. 

3) No other persons may enter the draft at any time. 
4) No players or other children may attend the draft at any time. 

14.9. Post Draft Trade: 

After the draft procedure is complete and all registered players have been placed on teams, coaches will 
be allowed to trade one player.  The trade will be restricted to the following terms and conditions:  

1) Only players drafted at the draft meeting will be allowed to be traded. 
2) Option players, siblings and hardship rule players cannot be traded. 
3) Each coach will be allowed only one trade, regardless of whether or not he/she initiated the trade. A 

coach is not allowed to make a trade if he has already participated in a trade initiated by another 
coach. 

4) Both coaches must agree to the trade.  No coach is under any obligation to accept a trade, nor under 
any obligation to participate in any trading. 

5) The player agent must approve the trade.  
6) No player may be traded to a team whose coach was on the player’s strike list. 
7) All trades must be recorded before the draft meeting is adjourned. 
8) A time limit for the trades shall be enforced.  The trading of players will end 10 minutes after the last 

player has been drafted. 

14.10.Post Draft Player Assignment Rule: 

No player can register after the draft has been completed without the approval of the MBA President and 
Vice President of Baseball.  With this approval, any player registering after the draft will be randomly 
assigned to a team from the set of teams with the least number of players until all teams reach their 
maximum required team size.  After all teams have reached their maximum size no other players will be 
allowed to register. 
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14.11.Common Questions: 

Question: If the head coach has more than one child in the league, does he still get two option players? 
Answer:  Yes.  Head Coach’s additional children are added after both option players are selected. 

Question: Can I select two option players who both have siblings playing in the league? 
Answer: Yes.  Siblings are added after both option players are added. 

Question: Why do we not start alternating the draft order after the first round? 
Answer: In virtually all circumstances, each team will start with at least one player being the coach’s 
child.  This effectively starts the draft in round two and assures that round four, which is the “open draft” 
for the majority of teams start in draft order. 

15. All-Star Selection Policy 

15.1. Coach Selection  

1) Head coaches interested/committed to coach the All Star Team should submit their name for 
consideration to their Player Agent when requested.  (Target completion after all teams have played 
50% of regular season games)  

2) The Player Agent will send out a list of candidate coaches to all division Head coaches, who are 
required to vote for the All-Star team coach.  

3) The Player Agent and the President of the League will also have a vote for the All-Star Coach.  
4) The All-Star Head coach will be announced after All-Star player voting has been completed. 
5) The All-Star Head coach will pick his/her own assistant coaches/pitching coach.  

15.2. Player Selection  

15.2.1. First Team All Stars 
1) Head Coaches are required to submit All-Star player nominations as directed by their Player Agent.  

Coaches may nominate as many players as they wish from their team.  (Target completion after all 
teams have played 50% of regular season games)  

3) In the event that a head coach does not nominate a deserving player, the player agent can confer 
with league coaches and add a player to the nomination list. 

4) Before nomination, the head coach should ensure that the nominated player is able to participate in 
All-star tournaments. 

5) The Player Agent will consolidate all nominations into one document and send out to the Head 
Coaches for his or her league.  

6) All head coaches are required to vote on 10 players from the nominated list and submit it to the 
Player Agent. Head coaches are instructed to vote for the top-10 players in their respective league. 
Voting on your own team’s players is allowed. In leagues where there are less than 10 teams, the 
number of votes will be equal to the number of teams plus two. 

7) Up to eight players can be voted in via this process. To be voted onto the team, a player must be 
voted on by at least 70% of the ballots (see table one for specific ballots required to make the top 
70%). If more than eight players are listed on at least 70% of the ballots, the top eight vote getters 
are voted onto the team. The head coach of the All Star team breaks ties at the eighth position.  

8) The head coach selects from any player(s) on the nominated list to fill up the remaining spots 
available on his/her team. If undecided on players, the coach MAY hold a tryout of nominated players 
before selecting his/her remaining players. 
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9) If a player chooses to not participate on the first team, they are not eligible for the second team if that 
team is formed. 

15.2.2. Second Team All Stars  
1) In the event there are enough nominated players to create a second All-Star team, the second coach 

receiving votes will be offered the second Team head coach position. If this coach's son/daughter is 
asked to the first Team, the second Team coach can decide to move his son/daughter to the second 
team or decline the opportunity to coach. This process will continue until a coach is selected. 
Additional voting for second team head coach may be required (regular season assistant coaches 
will be considered if no head coach accepts).  

The second Team head coach selects from any remaining player(s) on the nominated list to fill up spots 
available on his/her team. If undecided on players, the coach MAY hold a tryout of nominated players 
before selecting his/her remaining players. 
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